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is supported by the Herxheimer reaction, combined with the rapid 
improvement and later recurrences. Longcope in conclusion considers 
that syphilis produces a characteristic lesion of the aorta which is 
responsible for most aneurysms, about 75 per cent, of cases of aortic 
insufficiency in adults, many cases of dilatation of the aorta, and a 
certain group of cases of angina pectoris. The infection of the aorta 
probably taken place during the secondary stage, and the process 
usually remains latent, or unrecognized for an average of sixteen or 
seventeen years. Thus syphilitic aortitis improbably a common cause 
for a positive Wassermann reaction in so-called latent syphilis. 

Congenital Family Steatorrhea.— GarRod and Hurtley (Quarterly 
Jour. Med., 1913, vi, 242) report the case of a boy, aged eight years, 
subject from infancy to true steatorrhea, the passage from the bowel 
of liquid fat which solidifies on cooling. His parents are first cousins. 
A brother was similarly affected from birth. The boy is well nourished 
and exhibits no other morbid conditions. There are no signs of pan¬ 
creatic disease besides the steatorrhea. On a diet containing very 
little fat his stools assume a normal appearance and consistency. 
Analyses show he excretes in his stools 25 per cent, of the fat taken by 
mouth. Improved saponification is not followed by improved absorp¬ 
tion. The boy is presumably the subject of a rare inborn error of fat 
absorption, probably a Mendelian recessive characteristic. Investiga¬ 
tion did not reveal where the error lay. 


On Uric Acid Excretion in Hypophyseal Disease —W. Falta and 
J. Nowaczynski ( Berlin . klin. Woch., 1912, xl, 1781) find no data on 
uric acid excretion in hypophyseal disease. Their own findings on a 
limited material are of considerable interest. The patients were placed 
on a purin-free diet, and the uric acid of the urine was determined by 
the method of Hopkins-Folin-Shaffer. In 3 cases of acromegaly they 
found the endogenous uric acid to be twice the normal average or 
greater. In 1 patient there was an endonasal resection of part of the 
hypophysis. No clinical evidence of improvement was noted shortly 
after the operation, nor was there any decrease of the uric acid output, 
compared with the pre-operative periods. In this patient there was a 
prompt increase in uric acid following the administration of 20 grains 
of sodium nucleinate. In 2 cases of dystrophia adiposogenitalis asso¬ 
ciated with hypophyseal tumor (one hypophysis cystic at autopsy, 
the other “a tumor in the hypophysis region”), they found, on the 
other hand, that the endogenous uric acid was normal or subnormal, 
with only a slight response to the administration of sodium nucleinate. 
They assume that the acromegalics are suffering from an increased 
functional activity of the hypophysis, and on this basis they suggest 
that the determination of endogenous uric acid may be of some diag¬ 
nostic value, provided their results are borne out by the study of a 
larger material. 


Autoserotherapy and Absorption of Ascites.— Vitry and Sezary 
(Revue de Medecine, 1913, xxxiii, S6) studied the absorption of ascitic 
fluid in a case of cirrhosis of the liver. The patient, a woman, aged 
fifty-two years, had noticed the insidious swelling of the abdomen 
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for six months. The abdomen was bulging with a large ascites, esti¬ 
mated at S to 10 liters. There was a prominent collateral circulation. 
The cause of the hepatic lesion was obscure, probably alcoholic. On 
a milk diet, the urinary output was 1000 to 1400 c.c. Subcutaneous 
injections of ascitic fluid were given; 10 c.c. were injected in the abdom¬ 
inal wall immediately after withdrawal. This was done every two 
days. On the third day an abundant diuresis began and increased 
to the point when eleven days later tire therapy could not be continued 
for lack of ascitic fluid. The body weight diminished in a corresponding 
way. An increased chloride content coincided with the polyuria and 
loss of weight. The acidity of the urine was diminished by the elimina¬ 
tion of the alkaline ascitic fluid. The authors were impressed with the 
favorable influence, although they claimed no effect upon the condi¬ 
tion of the liver. However, the disappearance of evidence of portal 
obstruction was maintained, even when the patient returned to a salt- 
containing diet. 


On the Presence of Typhoid Bacilli in the Mouth of Typhoid Fever 
Patients and Typhoid Convalescents.—B. Purjesz and O. Perl 
(Wien, klin . Woch., 1912, xxv, 1494) have made cultures from the 
gums, tonsils, and tongue of patients suffering with typhoid fever. 
Sterile swabs were rubbed on the mucosa, and then, tubes containing 
Conradi-Drigalski medium were inoculated. The organisms were 
finally identified by agglutination tests with the serum of a rabbit 
inoculated with typhoid bacilli, whose serum agglutinated in a dilu¬ 
tion of 1 to 3000 in twenty minutes. They examined 17 cases in all. 
In about 50 per cent, of the cases a positive result was obtained. Dur¬ 
ing the febrile period a positive culture was obtained as late as the 
twentieth day. The authors have obtained the organisms from the 
mouth as late as the fourth to eighth week of convalescence, confirm¬ 
ing the observations of Gould and Quales, which appeared during the 
course of the authors’ study. The findings arc important both from 
the standpoint of diagnosis and epidemiology. 


Blood Findings in Adiposity.— Caro ( Berlin . klin. Woch., 1912, 
xl, 1SS1) has made counts and histological studies of the blood in 
34 patients suffering with adiposity. There were 19 cases of “consti¬ 
tutional” adiposity, G cases following the climacteric, and 9 cases 
of “alimentary” adiposity. The blood showed constantly a lympho¬ 
cytosis, as high as 02 per cent., with a decreased percentage of poly¬ 
nuclear neutrophile cells. The total number of leukocytes tended 
to be high—up to 12,000. The red cell count was frequently slightly 
reduced. Except for lymphocytosis in 1 case of hypophyseal adiposity 
and in 2 adipose eunuchs, the author has been unable to find reports 
of blood examinations in adiposity in the literature. Under the influ¬ 
ence of thyroid tablets, the lymphocytosis observed by him decreased 
or disappeared, and there was a corresponding increase of the neutro- 
philes, in a few cases in which the gland was administered. Kocher 
has observed similar blood changes in myxedema after administering 
thyroid gland—for here, too, in untreated cases there is a lympho¬ 
cytosis. 



